
EuropeÕs Second Annual Virtual Worlds Congress and
Expo announced

20 May, 2008: The Virtual Economic Forum, the independent think-tank for virtual
worlds business, is pleased to announce details of the 2nd annual Virtual Worlds
Forum Europe 2008.

Building on the success of last yearÕs inaugural forum Ð EuropeÕs first major virtual
worlds conference Ð with over 480 delegates from 23 countries, this year will see an
enlarged event featuring a new London venue, a significant increase in the number
of supporting organisations, as well as a raft of new show elements.

The congress and expo is adopting the theme ÔEnterprise, Education and
Entertainment Ð harnessing virtual worlds for twenty-first century advantageÕ. It is to
take place at The Bridge, London SE1, on 6-7 October, with workshops to follow on
8 October. The new venue offers twice as much space as last year, and will
accommodate new exciting show elements, details of which will be released at a
later date:

Conference themes this year will include:
¥ The emergence of enterprise virtual worlds for competitive advantage
¥ What are VCs, investors and private equity looking for in investments?
¥ How do virtual worlds and web 2.0 strategies make a difference to your

marketing strategy?
¥ Collaborative working and knowledge management in virtual worlds
¥ Harnessing virtual worlds for educational institutions
¥ Virtual worlds and MMOs ÐentertainmentÕs latest platform?
¥ Being social: harnessing social networks , virtual worlds and MMOs to

create community

Last yearÕs event attracted more than 50 supporting organisations and media
partnerships, including SXSWi (South by South West interactive), and this year the
number is set to increase significantly.



The current sponsors of this yearÕs event include Entropia Universe, the virtual world
with a cash economy, Forterra, Habbo Hotel, Fatfoogoo, Parature, and Iovation, with
more to be announced.

Among the 80 international speakers last year were Lord Puttnam of Queensgate ,
Professor Richard Bartle from the University of Essex, leading technology
journalists (The Guardian and TechCrunch ) as well leading executives from major
virtual worlds players including The BBC, IBM, Linden Lab, MindCandy, Rivers
Run Red, Diageo and Vodafone . This yearÕs line-up of speakers will be announced
in the near future.

Sasha Frieze, The Virtual Economic Forum founder and CEO, says, ÒWe have spent
months undertaking detailed research to develop the right content and themes, ones
that meet delegate demand rather than deliver sponsor sales pitches. We have also
devoted considerable time to finding a London venue with the combined space and
personality to make a creative immersive environment for our sponsors and
exhibitors.Ó

She adds, ÒWith those elements now in place, and with us currently finalising what
will be a tremendous panel of speakers, this yearÕs event promises to be even better
than last yearÕs hugely successful debut, which attracted more than 480 attendees
from 23 different countries.Ó

A mix of the sponsors, speakers and delegates from last yearÕs inaugural forum
commented:

ÒYou did a truly fabulous job pulling the Forum together. It had the right
programmatic mix and a great physical environment. And your staff is wonderful;
helpful, attentive, proactive. The whole event was just what the industry needed...not
another cookie-cutter conference/convention.Ó
Robert Gehorsam, President, Forterra Systems Inc.
ÒAnd a big thank you to you and your fabulous team. Not only was the conference
itself covering an innovative topic -- but the event was also pushing the boundaries
of usual conference experiences. Keep up the good work.Ó
David Erixon, Director, Brand Strategy & Manifestation Vodafone Global Marketing
ÒA tremendously interesting and useful conference; I learned a lot and I met many
people with whom we may be working in the future. The venue was excellent, as
was the production. Thanks for organising it.Ó
Paul Flanagan, Executive-In-Residence, Ariadne Capital

ÒConferences have become a byword for dull productions where the atmosphere is
as stale as the quiche. THE VWF was the most energetic and vibrant for some time -
speakers, ideas and chat. Away from the stage there was more networking than I'd
expect at speed dating night.Ó

Mark Boyd, Creative Director and Head of Content, BBH



ENDS

Notes to Editors:

About The Virtual Economic Forum Ltd
Virtual Worlds Forum Europe 2008 is produced by The Virtual Economic Forum Limited, an
independent think-tank for virtual worlds business, and a company leveraging decades of
expertise in the delivery of media events.

About The Virtual Worlds Forum Europe
The Virtual Worlds Forum advisory board includes:
¥Professor Richard Bartle, University of Essex, author, "Designing Virtual Worlds"
¥Justin Bovington, CEO, Rivers Run Red
¥Mark Boyd, Creative Director and Head of Content, BBH
¥Paul Hemp, Senior Editor, The Harvard Business Review
¥Ren Reynolds, Founder, Virtual Policy Network
Alice Taylor, Commissioning Editor, Education Channel 4

Virtual Worlds Forum Europe 2008 takes place Monday and Tuesday October 6th Ð 7th,
2007 in Central London with workshops on the 8th of October.

Online registration is open, and to ensure youÕre kept up to date, sign up to our mailing list at
www.virtualworldsforum.com

For further information, please contact:
Sasha Frieze, Executive Conference Director
E: sasha@virtualworldsforum.com

http://www.virtualworldsforum.com/

